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Fu is that ſingle and important word, 
which I name to you as the ſubject 


of the following diſcourſe. 
On lot is caſt in an age and nation, 
e there is much talk about religion, 
amon 8 perſons of every rank and profeſſion. 
Happy will it be for us, if we underſtand the 
true nature of religion; if we experience the 
vital v 0 of it planted in our minds; if 
Poffeis the living power of it in our 
bea and duly Ray it in our lives. But 


| be Ecnfgeres as its Holt zealous advocates, 
very müch miſtake what it really is: and 
am certain, that without a juſt knowledge of 
religion, there can be no true experience or 
dhe? practice of it; for @ ſoul without knowledge 
Is not good. we mult firſt now the true 
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Gad, before we can ſerve him with a perfett 


beart, and a willing mina* : for 1gnorapttly to 
oorſhip an unknown Code, can. n ther be = 
acceptable to him, nor profitable to us. 
Now in order to inform the ignorant, re- 
claim the etronious, and eſtabliſh the well 
inſtruted in the faith and practice of true 
religion; I ſhall endeavour, by divine aſſiſt- 
ance, to ſhew you what it is, or wherein it 
conſiſts. 
In general then, the proper en of 
The worſhip o of a Deity : and in 
particular it may be conſidered i in theſe ſeveral 
views, 
Fixs r, True or 8 anne et AI IN 
SECONDLY, Natuzal or revealed; | 
THiRDLY, Moral or inſtituted ; and 
FouRTHLY, , Speculative and notional, or 
experimental and practical. 
Frs r, Religion is either true, or 2 le: and 
I. As to true religion, it is that adoration and 
worthip, homage and ſervice, loye and obe- 
ſonable 
creature, to the only living and true God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ;.. conſide red as 


the creator and preſerver of men: for theſe 


three are one, and their name one. Under 
this view it was that God ſaid, let us make man 
in our image, after our ltheneſs. To which it 
is added, Gd created man in his, own image, in 
ory image of God created he n Ss that, 2 

| the 


5 I Chron. 1 AR. xvii. 23, 4 Joh. v. 7. 
Mat. xxviii. 9. Gen, i. 26, 27. — e 


1 1 


the account of his creating man, we have 
both an unity and a plurality; an he and an #s;' 
an our and a hi image. And in the further 
and brighter diſcoveries of divine revelation, 
we are aflured,” that"this plürality is a trinity 
of perſons in che unity of the Godhead; even 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: for 
God the Father is he 0h creted all things by 
Jeſus Ghriſt';" fot there is one God, the Pather 
of all:- and one Lord Yefus Chrift , bf whom! all 
things were created that art in heaven: and ibut 
are in earth," viſible and. nviſible, leber they 
be thrones, or dominions, "br prinerpulities, or 
powers, all things" avere created by him, and for 
him : and "he ts 5 a re all things, and 5) him all 
things conſt: for. in the\ beginning was the 
1, or ſ off, 98 b was 2 Go, and 
the word was God — i things wre \made ly 
bim; and orthout bim dis not any thi g made, 
that wir auf, Andd in theſame beginning, we' 
read, that She ſpirit-of: G moved" upon the fate 
of the woaters®* ; to form a beautiful world out 
of a confuſed chaos of indigeſted matter: for 
4 his fprritthe bath garniſte the heavens.” So 
at; G Gar e is God the F ather, 
Son, and Spirit. l 
Now" true "religion reſpedts the followin · 

particulars; VLA 

1. Tux right object of it, which is the one 
only * and true God, in three perſons, as 
B 2 hath 


7 Eph "i ii. 9. „ Ch. iv. 6. 1 Cor. viii. 6. col. i; 
16, 17. 1 Joh. i. 1, 3. * Gen i. 1, 2, e. © Joh: 
xXxvi. 13, * — XXXV, 10. 15 
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ſhalt have! no other Gods 


1. 4 1 
hath been already deſeribed: for che founda- 


tion of all true religion, is the firm belief that; 


there is one God », and that he alone is wor- 
thy of the hi gheſt adoration, an. 

from his eatnable creatures : ; for even. the. 
devils believe that there is one God; :.and ſurely, 


he therefore that \cometh. to, God, muſt believe, 


that be is. The firſt commandment, T 

before me-, requireth 
us to know, and acknowledge God to be the 
only true God, and our God, and to worſhip 
and glorify him accordingly; that is, to give 
unto the Lord Jehovah the glory due - unto his, 


name, and to worſhip. him in the beauty of. holi=. | 


nei: for it is auritten, Thou ſhalt Worſtip the. 
Lord thy God, and him only CY thou ferve'.. 


2. THe. proper ſubject of true religion; 


. is the whole man, ſoul and body, 
heart and life, Principle and practice. 8 We 
are commanded. to glorify Cod in our Body, 


and in our [7 it, which are God's. And this 


we are to do by a ſincere and ſupreme love 
to God, manifeſtes.; in a willing, entire, un- 


reſerved, perſevering obedience, and ſubjec- 


tion to him: for the firſt and great command- 
inent is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gad with 
all . thy beart, and with all t ul, and with 
all thy mind, 454 with all thy firength i. And 
the end of Chriſt's, delivering us out of the 


hands of our enemies, is, that we might ſerve 


him 
=» Mar. xii. 32. n Jam. ii. 19. 5 Heb. xi. 6. 
v Exod. xx. 3. 2 Pfal. xxix. 2. Mat. iv. 10, 


3 Or. vi. 20, 1 Luk. x. 27. 
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[5-1 
him in bolineſs and righteouſneſs, before him all 


the days of our life", And it is the character 


af thoſe who are righteous before God, that 
they wall in all the commandments and or- 
dinances of the Lord: for our Saviour hath 


; ſaid, He that hath my commandments, and 


keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; but 


he that loveth me not; keepeth not my ſayings *© : 
for this is the lobe God, that we keep bit 


9 


Commandment . 
4. THAT our religion may be true, it muſt 
be guided and directed by a right rule; which 


is the holy ſcriptures. This is that only com- 
pleat ſyſtem, and certain directory of all true 
religion, which is able to male us wiſe unto ſal- 
vation, through faith which is in Chrift Jeſus, 
of whom they teſtify: for all ſcripture is given 
by inſpiration of God, and is profitable: for docs 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction 
in righieouſneſ:; that the man, the true wor- 
upper, of God may, be perfett;"throughly furs 


we would know, and chuſe- the:way of truth, 
we: mult lay theſe) judgments * of God befote 
us, to direct us in our choice; we muſt 


efteem all his precepts concerning all things to 


be right, and flick unto them we muſt ſearch 


tbe ſcriptures daily*, and receive nothing into 
our religion, faith and worſhip, but what is 
tread 199 T 2&1 nel _- contained 


Luk. i. 74, 75. Luk. i. 6. * Joh. xiv. 21, 24. 
7 1 Joh. u. 3. * 2 Fim. iu. 15, 16, 7. Bilal. 
exix. 30, 31. Ver. 128. „ 
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contained therein, and warranted thereby: 


and we muſt reject every way as falſe, that 
hath 0 light of truth in it, and every word as 
falſe, which is nor ſpoken according to this 
word © for thoſe only do well, who carefully 
fake heed unto this ſure word: of prophecy, the 
law and the teſtimony of the God of truth. 
4. IT belongs to true religion, that our wor- 
ſhip be addreſſed to God through a right me- 


r= hg even the merit and — of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the one only Mediator be- 


tween God and men, and the alone Saviour 

of ſinners: for there is one God, and one Medi- 
ator between God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus; 
who gave himſelf a ranſom for all :. And bleſ- 
ſed be God! that there is one Mediator, and 
that there needs no more; for he is ever- 
living and all-ſafficient, and by one offering, 
bath perfected for ever them that are Jantt: ed 
—the All for whom he gave himſelf a 'ran- 
ſom. And be is able to ſave them to the: ut- 
termoſt that come unto God by bim. ſeeing he 
ever liveth to mate interceſſion "oe them. And 
all other mediators will fail thoſe who truſt in 
them: for he, who is the truth it ſelf, hath 

expreſsly told us, that 20 man cometh to the 
Father, but by him. And he is the only Sa- 
viour of ſinners ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby ave 
muſt be ſaved': of him alone the Father hath 


byrne 
© Tai. viii. 20. an #2 Tim. f n. 5, 6. 
D Heb. x. 14. 1— vi. 25. * John xiv. 6. 


I Acts iv. . 
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| borne witneſs from heaven, ſaying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed : 
and 70 the praiſe of the glory of his grace, be 
 bath-made us accepted in the Beloved ®, and our 
ſpiritual ſacrifices likewiſe *. So that neither 
our perſons, nor our ſervices, can ever be 

leaſing to God but through Jeſus Chriſt a- 
E : and therefore, whatſoever we do in word 
or deed, we ſhould do all in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God and the Fa- 
ther by him . To which it muſt be added, 

5. THAT it is eſſential to true religion, 
that it be directed to a right end; that is, to 
the glory of God, as the ultimate and higheſt 
end. God makes himſelf known in the 
works of creation and providence, for this 
purpoſe, that men being led by them to 
know. bis eternal power and goghead, ſhould 

_ glorify him as God, and be thankful* : and it is 
2 a fin moſt heinous and provoking to him, 

when they do it not. Ghry to God in the 
higheſt, is likewiſe the chief end of all his 
works of grace, and good-w1ll towards men 
in Chriſt Jeſus. We ſtand obliged therefore 
to eye and aim at his honour, in our natural 
and civil, and much more, in all our religious 
actions. As to the former, it is written, 
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God: and as to the lat- 
ter, we are expreſsly required, ſo to perform 


them, 
m Matt. xvii. 4. n Eph. 1. 6. : B32. Pet. ii. 5 
Col. iii. 77. Rom. i. 20, 2. Luke ii. 14. 
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Bud 1 | 
them, as that God in all things may be Sur ad 
through Jeſus Chriſi i.. And in a due ſubor- 
dination to this beſt and higheſt end, and 

with a view to the promoting it, we are al- 
lowed to have an eye to our own happineſs; 
to have reſpect unto the recompence of. the re- 


werd* ; 10: belieue. on the. Lord Yeſus Cri, 


that we may be ſaved” ; and to hope to re- 
cerve the end of our faith, even the ſalvation of 


our ſouls x; that we may have our fruit unto 


Holineſs, 4 the end everlaſting life, as the . 
F God, through Feſus Chriſt our Lordi. BY 


Bur on the other hand. 
II. RELIGION is falſe and vain: 
1. Wu it is addreſſed to a falſe hies, 


and the ſervice is done unto them which by na- 


ture are no gods*: whether to a meer crea- 
ture, as thoſe who chen ged the truth of God 
into a lie, and worſhi el and ferved the crea» 
ture more than the creator; or to an image, a 

picture, or a crucifix, all which are forbidden 
in the ſecond commandment. Exod. xx. 4, 5. 
And yet how many of thoſe, who profeſs 
themſelves to be wiſe and religious perſons, 
have been, and ſtill are, guilty of the abo- 


minable crime, of changing the glory of the. 


incorruptible God, into an image made hike to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and to four- 


Footed beaſts, and creeping things! Or, when 


we give up ourſelves to more ſpiritual and 


refined, 
„ -  * Heb; 26. © TAs xvi. 31. 
Pet, i. 5. Y. Rom. 5. 23-23, 


/ 2 Gal. iv. 8. 


2 Rom. i. 25. w Rom. i. 22, 23. 
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“ 
refined, but no leſs abominable and deſtrue- 
tive idolatry, by ſetting up idols in our 


hearts, and adoring and ſerving our own ſin- 
ful luſts as our gods ©; being lovers of plea- 


ſures more than the lovers of God . And which 
of us can clear ourſelves, from having, in 
the days of our vanity, been deeply guilty of 
this odious idolatry ? Have we not all occa- 


ſion, with bitter lamentation, and ſelf-abhor- 


rence, to cry out? We ourſelves alſo, were ſome» 
times fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving di- 
vers lufts and pleaſures * z and have all bad our 


converſation amongſt theſe vile idolaters, in 


times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the 
defires of the fleſh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others . Or, when the world is our idol; fo 
that we love the world, and the things that 
are in the world, more than we love God ; 
have our hearts exerciſed with covetous prac- 
tices 3; eſteem and. purſue earth more than 
heaven, ' ſuppoſing that gain is godlineſs * ; are 
more anx1ous to ' have coffers full of gold 
than hearts full of grace; and in our pro- 
feſſion and practice of religion, follow Chriſt 
more for earthly loaves, than for the bread of 
life. This is that covetouſneſs which is ido- 
latry *; and F any man thus love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him, nor hath 


C he 
© Ezek. xiv. 3. . Tit. Bk 3+ 
f Eph. ii 3. 2 the 1s > 1 Tim. vi. 5. 


John vi. 26, 7. E Eph. v. x. 1 1 John ii. 15, 
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he any inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt 
and of God. And the like may be ſaid, 
when men _ truſt in their own works of 
righteouſneſs for their juſtification and ſalva- 
tion: for then they ſay to. the 4vorks of their 


| hands, Je are our gods; and thus going about 
10 eftablijh their own righteouſneſs, they ſubmit 
not themſetves to the righteouſneſs of God; for 


Chriſt, and he alone, 186. the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every. one that believeth n: and 
by grace ye are ſaved through f, aith, and. that 
nor of your ſelves, it is the FEAR ift of God; not of 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt *. To expect 


therefore to be juſtified and ſaved by our o.] 'n 


works, is to put Chriſt out of office, and to 


look for the bleſſing in a way directly oppo- 


ſite to that which God has appointed, and 


which is fo often expreſsly declared to be, not 
of works; nor by works of righteouſneſs which 


we have done; but according to his, mercy v. 


Now all theſe forementioned ways, are vile 


idolatry, and paying our religious adoration 
to a falſe object of worſhip. 4 
2. Mens religion 1 is falſe, when the proper 


ſubject is wanting in it: that is, when the 
Whole heart is not ſincerely engaged in it, 


and the ſoul and ſpirit are not employed about 
it: but on the other hand their religion con- 
fiſts in a notional knowledge, a verbal pro- 


feſſion, and external performances; ſo that 


having a form of 1 only, they deny 


the 


= em. K. 3, . * Eph ii. 5, 9. Tit. il. 5. 
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1 7 00 
the power thereof 5 This being the caſe} 
all their religion is nothing but hypocriſy 
and formality, a vain ſhew, and a meer out- 
fide buſineſs: for if we do not turn unto the 
Lord with our whole heart, wie do it but 
feignedly, faith the Lord: and God who 
ſearcheth the heart, and defireth truth in the 
inward parts, faith of us, This people draw 
nigh me with their mouth, and with their lips * 
do honour,” and ſhew- much love to me ; but have 
removed their heart far from me-; "Git in vain 
do they thus worſhip me; for if the heart be 
not Tight in the fight of God", „ all we do 1 in 
religion i 18 wrong i And fo it ig 225 © 

Wat: our religion is guided; by a falſe 
Ales whether * be our own Colt es and 
imaginations; ! human invenfibns; oral 
traditions ;* ceclelialtieal injunctions; popular 
cuſtoms; the laws of men; or, the Preben 
uſages of the church: for none of theſe are 
the rule that God hath given us to Walk by 
in religious matters; and Tt our religion Bare 
no betfer rule than this, it is nothing but ſu- 
perſtition And will worſhip. It is true, and 
God knows it, that he imaginalion of mant 
heart is evil from bis youth*; and it is the 
buſineſs of true religion, not to ſet up and 
eſtabliſh theſe imaginations for our 85 but 

to pull down theſe Hrong holds of the enemy, 

caſting down imaginattons, and every high thing 

b exalteth melt againſt the knowledge of God, 
C3 


* and 
2 Tim. + 38. þ * ini. 10. II Tfai. 29. 13. 
. xxxihi. f. 5 Acts viii. 21. v Gen. vin. 21. 
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Pp 121 
and to bring every thought into. captivity, ta the. 
obedience of Chriſt *. And there have been, 
and are, more vile things in religion than Je- 
roboam's calves ?, and his month, which. men 
have deviſed of their own hearts, and enjoined 
by their own wills; and; which are zaught. by 
the precepts f men. but how: many. ſoever 
they are, God faith of them all, in vain do 
they worſhi 7 me, teaching for. deetrines, .c Or Or- 
ws the commandments of mem. Again, 
. Our religion is falſe when our worſhip is 

| addreſſfed to the true God, through a falſe me- 
dium, to recommend it and us to 1* approba - 
tion and acceptance: ac, through the names, 
the hands, and merits of angels, and Hints, 
the bleſſed Virgin, per; the. long bead-rol 

ſaints and martyrs ;. thoſe; men- made media - 
tors, whom God never er be, us to 
come unto him by; and whom he 
preſsly and earneſtly. warned, us againſt, ſay 
Ing, 44 no man 3 45 us reward, 11 


„ 


not A 5 1 up by. 2 h mis dim 


after the commandment. and. doctrines. of .1 men ; 
which things have indeed a ſhew of wiſdom and 
| will wor ſhip, and bumility. and neglacſing the 
body, not in any honour. to the. ſatisfying\gf the 
feſh *. Or, through images, pictures, relics, 
crucifixes; or, by our own works of righte- 
ouſneſs, as meritorious and deſervin g.of the 

_ favour 


* 2 Cor, X. 4, 5. > | 15 X11, 32, : _ * Ifai. 
AXix. 13. Matth. xv. 7,8 9. > Col. * ag 2g: 
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| Gigs of God: the inſufficiency of which, 
and the unwarrantableneſs of truſting in them, 
| hath been ſhewed before. Now all theſe are 
breaches of the ſecond commandment ; and 
are idolatrous and ſuperſtitious practices: and 
of ſuch men and their works, our Lord hath 
ſaid, 17 are they which. juſtify, gras before 
men; but God knoweth 5 Jour arts; for. that 
which is hi, ghly efteemed of among ſ men, is as 
bomination in the fight of God *, Once more, 
5, Oux religion is falſe when it is di- 
N rected to, and influenced by, low” and un; 
worthy ends, earthly and worldly - views: 
ſuch as to pleaſe men, ang to get, or ſecure 
to ourſelves, a name and reputation; like the 
Phariſres who did all their religious works to 
be ſeen. of others; for they leved the praiſe = 
nnen rather than the praiſe of Cod : but if our 
end be to pleaſe men in our religion, we ſhall 
not be the ſervants of Chriſt . Or, to to gain 
tte profits, advantages, and honours of this 
world; as Fehu's = for the Lord, was kin» 
dled by his ambitiqus views of getting him: 
ſelf thereby exalted to the thronei of /rael; 
which, when he had attained, his zeal for 
the Lord was extinct, and with it his religion 
alſo; for Jebu took. no heed, to walk in the lau 
of the Lord God of Iſrael, with all bis beart's. 
Or, when the end of our religion is only, or 
En to get a livelihood, and to fill our 


3 as was a cals of thoſe who followed 
5G IO xvi. 15. © Kate. xxl. q.. . * . Joby xii. 43. 


6. © x Rings iy; and x. chap. 


. 
Chriſt, becauſe they did eat of the huber; 2h \ 
were filled; for #7 Gor he fed them with the 
ſpiritual food of his doctrine only, and fo diſ- 
miſſed them, without working another miracle 
to gratify their natural defires, from that time 
they went back, and walked no more with him 
Ha full and convincing evidence this, that all 


their labour in religion, was only for the meat 
that periſheth ; and that therefore they had | in 


_ no true religion at all.. 


"SECONDLY, religion is eicher nattral or Ne 
vealed. - This diſtinction is derived from the 
different ways, by which we arrive at the 
knowledge of God, and of our duty to him; 
which are either by the light of natural rea- 
fon ; or, by the light of divine revelation : 
for there are no other ways of ming! to tis = 


NN n 0 
I. Narunax religion is chat ct wor 


may be known of God, and of our duty to 
him, by the light of nature in man; arguing 
from the works of creation and providence : : 


ſome account of which, is given in the fol- 


lowing ſcriptures: Rom. i. 19, 20, 12 
that which may be known of God 1s minife TY in, 


or to them, . God hath ſbered it to them; 


that is, to men as men, and even to the' pagan 

world. For 'the inviſible things of him, from 
the creation of the. world, are clearly Jon, te * 
ing underſtood by the things that are made, even 
bis eternal power and Godbead; ſo that they are 
auithout 1 5 Ty that when * 1 


* . vi. 26-66. BY 


| ©. 
Cad, they glorified him not as Cod, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their imagi nations, 
and their Fooliſh heart was darkened. Rom. ii. 
14, 15. I ben the Gentiles which have not 
the Jaw, that i is, the written law. in. the holy 
ſcriptures, do by nature the, things contained in 
tbe law, that is, by the light and power of 
nature, as reaſonable. creatures; theſe having 
not the lav, are a law unto themſelves : which 
bew the work of: the law written. in. their 
 bearts, , their, conſcience, alſo bearing witneſs, 
- and their thoughts the mean while accuſing, or 
elſe excuſing one another. From which it is 
manifeſt, that there is a natural conſcience, 
or ſelf. knowledge i in all men, which acts in 
them with a reference to the judgment of 
God; and which, without a natural religion, 
there could not be: for if the Gentiles, who 
were without the light of divine revelation in 
the written word, had not had ſome know- 
ledge of -God, and of good and. evil, and of 
the obligations they were under to. do the 
one, and avoid the other, they could have 
had no accuſing nor exculing thoughts, with 
regard to the one, or the other. | 
AND if there be no natural religion; then 
the vaſt multitudes of the human race, .that 
have, in moſt ages of the world, and in this 
_ preſent age do live, without the ſhining light 
of divine revelation in the holy ſcriptures, are 
under no obligation at all to be. religious; 
that is, to know and love, worſhip. and ſerve, 
honour and glorify God, their maker and pre- 
ſerver; 
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ſerver; nor can 5 th ever be called to ac: 
count, reckoned with, or puniſhed by him; 


for not doing it, any more than brute beaſts. 


For where there are no natural obligations to 
religion, there can be no natural irreligion : 
where there is no natural obligation to be 


holy, there can be no criminal corruption, 


2 of nature or practice, of heart or life: 


and if we be not, as rational creatures, bound 


to be good, we cannot be evil; for where 
there is no law, there is, there can be no 
preſſion. So that if men will deny the 
doctrine, and diſcard the obligations of natural 
religion; they do thereby unavoidably over- 


throw and deſtroy the ſcripture doctrine and - 


declaration, of the ſinful corruption of nature 
and manners in the gentile world. 


Now natural religion, with reſpect to man, 


(for I ſhall not here ſay any thing of 1 
is that religion whoſe obligations are founde 

in, and flow immediately from, the relation 
between God the creator, and man the rea- 
ſonable creature: and therefore, theſe obliga- 


tions muſt be of univerſal extent, perpetual 


duration, and indiſpenſibly binding upon all 


men, without exception or limitation. And 
here let us carefully obſerve the following : 


things, 

2. TRE object of natural religion is God, 
conſidered as our great creator, kind benefac! 
tor, gracious preſerver, and rightful ſovereign; 
who grveth to all life or breath, A all things; 

0 HS ole 


. 


[47] 


in - whom we live, and move, and have our 


being „; and who is the only object worthy 


of our beſt affections and . higheſt adorations: 
who is the center of all perfection in himſelf, 
and the ſum of all felicity to us: whom we 
ſtand indiſpenſibly bound to love above all, as 
the, beſt of beings ;- to chuſe before all, as our 
higheſt happineſs ; to believe him in all 4 
e as the fountain of truth ; 


+7 


8 God in \ all things. may be — 
and glorified by us. | 


2. Taz ſubject of natural A Pig is man, 


| conſidered. as a reaſonable creature, originall 


made in the holy image of God, and poſſeſs d 
of full power to obey him in all things“ 


For God made man upright , ſtraight, and 
exactly parallel to the line of the law, with- 


.out any crookedneſs, or defe& in han. and 


capable of being perfectly happy in the bliſsful 
enjoyment of God, to endleſs duration. And 


nothing but his own voluntary departure from, 
diſobedience to, and rebellion againſt God, 
Soc ever deprive him of this happineſs, or 


TT — 


* Act. xvii, 28. I Gen. i. 26, 27. 


=. Ec. vii. 29. 


(548) 
render him unfit for! it. For if any Bhi tte 
could have done this, lie Tight Mr en 
miſerable without being ful; PIT 18 our 
iniquities only that hae. fe ep fer ated be hs us 
and our God, and our en that have bi Bis Jace Wh 
poor” us. And, 1 
3. Ir man had never! dell; We i gut of 
nature would have been dbundabily* "tf gent 
for the rule of his Obedience; and the elan 
of nature (with the 10 5 ch of .the 
poſitive pr ecepts God ad given 'H m would 
have ſecured his eternal tap pine fs; 


miſe of which was l 
threatning of death, if ne $6; of Re? 5 "nds 
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| {1 tree of 3 in the midſt of the af en, Was 
— an aſſuring pledge of it; In A pai alluſion to 
1 which Chriſt hath price, 715 ilg, To hive 
| | | that overcometh will 1 grve 70 eat 5 the 1 rree of 
[ i life, aehich is in the migſt US the Poradiſe of 
— God v. For the light of nature in man Was 
1 originally clear and bright, and felt to 


guide him in the way of, duty to. full teficity ; 
it being quite free from all the dark clouds of 
error and vice, by which the underſtanding 3 
men is now darkened. And the powers: Xt 
nature furniſhed ing with ſtreny gth ſufficient 
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r 


therein, unto the attammlent of ita: 
glory, in the bliſsful viſion and fruition of 
God for ever and ever. For he h ad the life : 
of God in him, or- elle there could not have 
| been 


u Iſa. lix. 2. Gen. ii. 9. Rev. ii. 7. 


— 


1 19. | | 
been an. alienation from it by ſin; alienation 
pre-ſuppoſing poſſeſſion. But ſinful. man is, 

alienated from the je. of Gad e: and if the firſt. 
man, and. all ny in.him, had, not been ſet, 
in the way to glory of God, neither he, 
nor We; — - fin have fallen ſhort of it; 
but bere is now no difference, amongſt men, 
all have ſumed, and Forms fort a the lach, 

of Go TV Nevertheleſs, 
had long as God is God. 5 man ie. 
man, he a ſoyereign, and we his ſubjects, 
the obligations of natural religion, which all. 
reſult from this relation between him and us, 
will. neceſſarily continue in full force: for no 
diſobedience of the creature, can ever make 
void the obligations « of. the law of nature; nor 
can any incapacity - brought. upon us, by fin, 
ever looſe us from the bonds of duty to God, 
our neighbour, or ourſelves. All the require- 
ments therefore of natural religion, are in 
full force upon the whole, and every indivi- 
dual of the human race, and will ſo remain, 
unchangeably, indiſpenſably, and perpetually, 
io the utmoſt extent of their eternal exiſtence; 
| and every failure of anſwering them, or con- 
trariety to them, in thought, wor. l, or deed, 
in heart or life, will — us juſtly liable to 
the curſe and condemnation of the law, to 
the wrath of God; and eternal death; for it 
is written, curſed is every one that conti nueth not 
in all thin gs which are written in the book of 
| . be 


4 Eph. iv. 18. Col. i. 21. r Rom. iii. 22, 23 
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the law to do them. And forasmuch as none 


7 


of us keep the law, either in principle or 
practice, in the diſpoſition of our hearts, or 
courſe of our lives; we are all convinced and 
condemned of the law as tranſgreſſors; and 
every one of us, as ſinful fallen creatures, are 
liable to the penalty it denounces upon thoſe 
who violate its precepts: for the wrath of 
Ged is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodli- 
neſs, and unri ghteouſneſs of men'; the wages of 
fin is death; and it is the judgment "of God, 

whoſe judgment i is according to truth, that they 
which commit ſuch things are worthy of death. 

And thus by our tranſgreſſions of the law of 
nature, we are all laid under its curſe and' 
condemnation.' And here the religion of na- 


ture leaves us to periſh for ever, for any thing 


that it can do to juſtify and ſave us: for it 
cannot give us life, becauſe we give it not the 
righteouſneſs and obedience it requires of us; 


and it reveals no ſaviour of ſinners, no juſtify- 


ing righteouſneſs for guilty ſouls, nor any 
way of ſalvation for them that are loſt. But 


the ſeripture hath concluded all under fin, that 
' the promiſe by faith of Teſus Chriſt might be 


given to them that believe . It highly concerns 
us therefore to enquire after, 

II. REveALED religion, by which alone 
eternal life, and a glorious immortality are 


brought to light ; and — is the only diſ- 


n COverer 
t Gal. iii. 10. * Rom. i. 18. — vi. 23. — ii. 2. 
— i. 32. Gal. iii. 27. ; Nom: vii. „ 


2 Gal, iii. 22 
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coverer of oùr help, and foundation of our 
hope: for though “ the light of nature in 
man, and the works of God plainly declare 
there is a God; yet his word and ſpirit only, 
do it fully and effectually, for the ſalvation 
of ſinners *. * 

Now revealed religion doth not take its 
riſe, neither doth it naturally and. neceſſarily 
reſult, from the relation between God as the 
creator, and man as the reaſonable creature; 
but it was ſuperadded, upon the entrance of 
ſin, by the mere will and good pleaſure of 
the bleſſed God. And it is made known un- 
to us, by the expreſs declaration of God him- 
ſelf, and in a divine and ſupernatural way. 
Under the old teſtament this revelation was 
made by the mouth and writings 'of his holy 
prophets, a ohich have been fince the world hes 

All the prophets from Samuel, back- 
nds ; and thoſe that follow after, as many as 
have ſpoken; bave foretold the bleſſed way of 
ſalvation by Chriſt,' and the glorious days © of 
the goſpel. For the ſpirit bf Chriſt was in 
them, and by them Ze/izfied before-hand the 
fu Hering s of Cbriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
follow *, in the redemption and ſalvation of 
ſinners by him. And the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man; but holy men of 
God ſpale as they were moved by the Holy 
* * and by the motion the ſame 


ſpirit 


Bap. Chat. A. to Q. 34. 


Mk. i. ‚ RAY ( Ali ith bs 
. © 2 Pet. i. 21. | 
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ſpirit they. als wrote; for all ſeripture is 
given by inſpiration of God; and 78: profitaple' 
for doctrine, for | reprooy, : for "correction, and 
for inſtruction in rigbteduſneſs. And hence 
Chriſt after his reſurrettion, beginning at 
Moſes, and all the prophets, expounded: un- 
10 his diſciples. in all the ſcriptures the things 
concerning: himſelf ; and ſaid. unto them, "al 
things -muſt be fulfilled, *which' are written in 
the 55 of | Moſes, and in tbe Wh, an . in 
the Pſalms concerning me *. b 
And in the new teſtament, the boi * 
| glorious truths of revealed religion are deli- 
vered to us by the Son of God himſelf, the 
faithful and true witneſs; and by his holy 
apoſtles, under the infallible direction — 
guidance of his holy ſpirit; and are atteſted 
by many admirable and andoubted miracles: 
for God, who at ſundry" times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by 
05 prophets, bath in theſe" laſt days ſpoken unto 
us by his Son"; and the great ſalvation, in this 
the laſt and brighteſt revelation of it, began 
to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unta 
us by them that heard him; God alſo bearing 
them witneſs, both with figns and wonders, and 
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, according 10 his own will. Now here 
let us obſerve the following things, 
1. Tur grand and peculiar. ſubject of re- 


vealed religion is, what concerns the re- 
demption 


2 Tim. iii. 3 "ag XXIV. 27, 44; l Heb. 
i. 1, 2. 22 zi. 13, % - „„ 


1 

demption and falva 0 of miſerable, loſt 
ſinners. by "Teſts Ohr „the one mediator be- 
teln an offended Gd and offending man *, 
and the alone ſaviour” of ſinners; and \the 
way. of. their juſtification. through. his  righte- 
 oufnies by faith: , for, therein 1s the righteouſ- 
neſs. of t God Sevzalel "from faith 4 fe 2 e 45 4 
is woritten, Te juſt Jhall tive by faith 
Chriſt 7s the end, that is, the ele, 125 
Perfecting, and compleating end of the law, 
for . let, to every one that behieveth® ; 
bei ng.. 2 ified "freely by, his grace, through the 
redemptron "that is in Feſus Chrift ; Whom Ged 
Hy "Fer b7tb 70 be a ' propittation, 1 ou Th. faith 

HI cod; ; tO declar e bis tt 2 al the 
' remiſſio 1 3p fins. that are paſt, Through The for- 
| bearpnce of God: to declare, 7 ay, di 2his 7 

his Tightebuſueſs, that he mi gbt be Guſt,” a nd the 
Joh er of Him that believeth in Teſus.”. pune: 

. ALL things that concern this a 
are er of pa revelation, which the light 
of nature in its brighteſt diſplay could. never 
diſcover; no not the light of nature 1 in the 
hob angels, i in whom it was never darkened 
- by he clouds of fin : for even theſe, perfe& 
_ ſpirits were ſo far from attaining the know- 
ledge of theſe things by their natural capaci- 
ties. that we are told, t ey learn it from the 
church; as you may ſee in Eph, iii. 97 to the 
Ti: By revelation, ſays the apoſtte, he made 
e unto me the maſtery Which n other Ages 


Was 
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was not made known unto the ſons of men, as it 
is now revealed unto his holy apoſtles and pro- 
pbets by the ſpirit—to whom this grace is given 
to preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt — To the intent, that now unto 
the principalities and powers in 'beaventy places, 
might be known by the church, the manifold wiſ- 
dom of God, accordi ng to the eternal. purpoſe, 
which be. parp poſed in. Chriſt Te efus - our Lord, 
Much leſs could any of the ſons of men, by 
the light of nature; find out the way f fal- 
vation for ſinners : for in this affair, hs iſe" 
Adem of this world, and of the princes of this 
world, comes. to nought : but we ſpeak, ſays the | 
apoſtle, be wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even 
the bidden wiſdom, which God ordained before - 
be world, unto our glory; which: none” of the 
iuces of this world e as it is written, 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear. beard, neither have 
entered Into the heart of: nan, that i 18, by all his 
natural light, he things which God bath pre- 
fared, namely, in Chriſt Jeſus, for them” that 
lobe him : but God hath revealed them unts. US 
by bis ſpirit. And much more to the fame 
purpols we have in 1 Cor. i ii. 6, &c. And 
again, Rom. xvi. 25, 26. The goſpel, and the 
preachil ng of” Jeſus Chriſt, comes to us, accord- 
ing to the revelation of the myſtery, which Was 
kept ſecret fince the world began; but is nom 
"made manifelt, and by the ſcriptures of the Pro- 
| bers, according to the commandment of the ever- 
"laſting God, made known to all nations for the 
cbedience of p.” This 1 you, ſee, 
Was 


1 1. 
Was {hid ih God from ages and genetatio Hoi hg s 
-antt'thetefore it was not diſcoverabte* by 
lig ht 0 FR Natpre, _ Uifcloſed. and Grad + 
Ben it 125 but had for ever been 
Us, wird from the eyes, of all living,” 1 000 
had not been Sräcibüſy leaſed, in Ae time, 
to manifeſt 16 word thyoug! preaching 73 to Fi. ve 
knowledge” 97 atvatioh unto hit people, V by tbe 
remiſſion of their fins, through the tender mercy 
7 our God, N the” 4 P-ſpr ir "g.. rom-.0n 
gh bath 22 24 "us, t give” light to to the em | that 
fit in rd und In” the Hude of de ath, to 
guide our feet id the way of Ae 2 "which 
dtherwiſe "ve Rad not Known: .. Win,, 7 
by 3. Alu men, to nom c l EIN 8 and 
falvation is made known in n the ae of 
it ſtand indiſpenſably bound by M 5 lav 01 
tature to believe, receive; | ang n odd 
according to it. For the "lv of nature. b 
ligeth us to believe, and receive eee Rf a 
tion and declaration of God, as. th I 
truth ; and If WE retelte the 75 * "of. men 71 


in civil affairs} he "witneſs" of ae 
and more worthy of ckedit: is "the 
f witneſs of God, which be hath of, his 
Son; be that Belleberb on the So on 1 G5 | J hath 
the avrtne/ 4 himſelf; . be that heleve th t wn God, | 


_ bath 775 bim a Har; Becallſe be believeth not. 
the" record that God gabe of bis Sen. And this. 
fs the recofd, that God bath given 70. 15 2 
* __ this 8 is in his Son. H . hath 
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of ſin, becauſe, they believe 
hot off Chrilt ; and thejefore, keit upbelief 
is a violation and tranſgrefſion of . the law, 
for In is the cane gl of the ro, 8s | 
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; by i it, wherever the object of faith is revealed; ; 
and the omiſſion of it, is s Highly criminal and 
reproveable. - 5 3 


2 


as HIRDLY, Religion is ither moral, or hs 
ſtituted. And „ 
I. Taz moral part of religion is, iP the 
matter of it, the very {ame with natural reli} 
ion. For the firſt impreſſion of the mora 
aw, was made on the heart of man in his 
creation: and a very bright and excellent 1 im- 
preſſion it was; for in the image of God cre- 
ated he him. So that man had impreſt upon 
his naturr an exact counterpart of the moral 
petfections of God, in knowledge, righteouſ. 
_ neſs, and holineſs; which is the matter of 
the moral law; for the law is holy, and th 
commandment is holy, and Juſt, and goed”. No Now 
the moral part of religion conſiſts in, and is 
made up of the duties, which as Ez. 
able creatures, we owe to God, to our neigh- 
Þour, and to ourſelves : : all Which ! is ſumma- 
rily comprehended in the ten command- 
ments, which God with his own finger 
wrote and ingraved, on two. tables of ſtone, 
at mount Sinai, and delivered them to his 
ſervant Moſes, to be by him laid up and 
kept in the ark under the mercy-ſcat, and 
tranſcribed. into the book of Exodus, where 
they ſtand on record to this day. And a (till 
more comprehenſiye view of them our Savi- 


our has given us in theſe words, Thox ſhalt 
3 love 
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love the 1 thy Cod with all thy beart, ith 
It "thy foul, with all thy mind, and With: all 
15 "might; and thy neighbour | as thyjelf;*, Ayr | 
the ten commandments: thus compriſed 'i in 
theſe tho, are ex plained and Sheets a8 2 


Gang rule . life to all men, | 2 pro- 
1 220 


N 


warnt! * 


1928 en, & Coe DEITY this 
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new e Tre the. opal law at mount. Ay e 
and in we of Nele, h many, 
<p cally the following, ae 
1 BEcavse the orginal, immppe nan of the 
holy. moral law on the heart of man, was 
greatly defaced, darkened, and, corrupted. by 
the entrance of fin ; ſo that there Was great 
need of a fuller La fairer copy of it, to be 
exhibited in the book of God, with a ſtronger 
inculcation of it, than the enfeoled Tight of 
nature was able. to: make. 
"2. ISAT : duty, might be ſet f in a clearer 
and ſtronger light, and fin. might appear 
more odious, abominable, and deſtructive, to 
nen: hence the apoſtle ſays, I was ali us 
Wi thout the law. once, 1 10 when the. command- 
ment came, fin revived, and I died: and the 
commandment h < Was ordained 70 life, 1 
aw 1 Nd unto. ach, fy Hor An, taki ng pengfan 


by 


+ 
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by the commandment, deceived. LY and by it flow 
me c(\. wherefore, the. law 7s holy; and tbe om. 
adment holy, and juſt, pc good. Was then 
—- which 1s good made death unto me? G0 
Jerbiq; ; but. fen, that it might appear fn, Work- 
2780. death in me by that which, 15, good, thit 
1 1 by. the, commandment. might Hera Fre | 
AM. As og bois. e a Bo. 
36. THAT. a Saviour. might appear Aves: 
15 needful to us; even he, Who was made 
of a woman, made und, er the law. ; 3 that by 0. 
beying its precepts, and bearing its curſe, he 
might nedeem the em that. were, under Ihe 00 

that we might, receive. the adoption. e ſons '. 
Txx obligations of this moral; part, of. "i 
| ligion are N in their duration Funchange- 

able in 10 e 5 univerſal in _ eK 
tent; in penſably binding upon all men; 
and, can never poſſibly expire, or be made 
ſince no, authority inferior to that of 
Goa, can ever be able to alter or change, 
diſpenſe | with or diſſolve them. Nay, it is 
impoſſible for God himſelf, to diſpenſe with 
theſe. obligations; for that would be to deny 
and deſtroy his own moral PiN of 
Which the moral law is a tranſcript; and to 
overthrow and diſſolve his own. moral govern- 
ment, of which the moral law is the inſtru- 
ment; both which are utterly impoſſible for 
Goch to do; ſince he cannot change, nor de- 
DY- himſelf. And therefore the. moral. part 
of 


1 vii. 9, to 13. | fGal. iv. 4, 5. 
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of religion ſtands invariably the fame, in its 
nature and obligation; and mult neceſſarily do 
fo, through every age and nation to the end 
of the world. To goon, 

II. To the inſtituted part of religion; or 
the poſitive ordinances of divine worſhip. 
This is founded, not in the relation between 
| God the creator, and man the reaſonable 

creature; nor is it diſcoverable by the light of 
nature: but it ariſes out of the Ge will, and 

good pleaſure: of God, the ſovereign. Lord, 
and ſupreme lawgiver, declared and made 
known by him to men, in the holy ſcrip- 
tures of the old and new teſtament: for theſe 
contain a full and complear ſyſtem of all true 
Mligion, both natural and revealed, moral and 

Infiitutea ; and are ſufficient to make the man 
of God perfett, thoroughly furniſhed to every 
good work '. And it is at his higheſt peril, 
that any man, or ſet of men whatſoever, pre- 
ſame to add any inventions, or inſtitutions of 
their own, to what is therein contained: for 
if any man ſhall add unto thefe things, God ſhall 
add unto him the plagues that are written in 
1 book *, 

Now as all the inſtituted Pat of religion, 
or the poſitive ordinances of divine worſhip; 
have their foundation, not in the unchangea- 
ble and perpetual law of nature, but in the 
declared will, and ſovereign pleaſure of God, 


the ſupreme lawgiver : ; fo they are capable of 
Vaariation, 


. iii. 17. E Rev. xxii, 18. 
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variation, as to their number, duration, extent, 
and obligation; capable of being confirmed 
and eſtabliſhed, or changed and aboliſhed, as 
his infinite wiſdom judges moſt convenient. 
For inſtituted ordinances. are not like the > 
ligations of the moral law, eternal, 
changeable, univerſal, and indiſpenſable, a 
all times, and to all men; hut they are in all 
reſpects, dependant upon, and fubject to; the 
will and god pleaſure of their alwiſe and fo- 
vereign: inſtitutor, 54 7 didiflong 
An it is worthy: of our bse chat 
under every diſpenſation of God to men, both 
before and ſince the fall, there have always 

been ſome of theſe poſitive inſtitutions added 
by him, to the religion of nature. As for 
inſtance; before the fall, while man was in 
the holy and happy ſtate of ſpotleſs innocency, 
and unblemiſhed purity, God gave him the 
tive law, concerning the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Te Lori Gad 
commanded the man, ſaying, Of every tree f 
the garden thou mayſt freely eat: but 97 the tree 
of 52 Anowledge of: good and evil, thou ſhalt not 
eat, of: it: for in the. fey: that thou eateſt thereof, 
thou alt. ſurely die.. Now it was not by any 
precept of nature, but by an immediate 
command of God, that this affair was ſettled : 
for it doth not appear, that the light of nature 
could either know, or make known, any dif- 


ference of the trees of the garden; nor was it 
b 


1 Gen. if 16, 1 6; 
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poſſible that it ſhould, ſince Gd * 
good for food: || nor” could the light of natute 
tell, whether any, or many of theft Were 
prohibited; nor if ſo, which of them it Was 
that-was thus interdicted. But it | was plainly 
the ſovercign will and: good pleaſure of God 
none, that forbad one tree and ne more, 
when he have forbidden the uſe of al! 
but one; and that he fixed upon this tree ad 
aut another, When he was equally: at liberty 
to have prohibited any he thought fit! And 
it ais alfomoſt evident, that there was fiot na- 
turally any hurtful or deadly quality in this 
tree, any more than in uhother: for we are 
expteſsly aſſured,” that Gad Jaw every thing 
that be bad made,” and behold it a0as very good"; 
and in particular, chat every true he mide 70 
grow: aur f ' the ground, and pfanted in the 
garden, was good for food e. There could nbt 
ffibly therefore be any poiſonous, or un- 
2 9 — quality in this tree naturally, 
which by cating it would make man mor- 
tal: but it was his tranſgreſſing the com- 
mand ot his maker, and that only; which 
according to the threatning denounced," ex- 
poſed him to death of every kind, and in all 
its dreauful forms; for it was not by the law- 
ful aſe of any thing that God had Te; 
but by fin" that death entered into the world». 
Ap. it would well become, nay it highly 
concerns, :thoſe vain and ſelf-conceited . 
if 0 
a e e . 37. | Gon ii. 8, 9 
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tat... 
of men, who make light of the poſitive in⸗ 
ſtitutions of God, to remember that it was 
by the contempt and breach of a poſitive pre- 
cept, that ſin, with all its numerous train of 
dreadful miſeries, entered into the world, and 
death ſet up his throne amongſt men, and 
ſtill reigns, ſpreading deſtruction far and wide: 
Let all ſuch preſumptuous mortals, therefore, 
as make light of tranſgrefling God's poſitive 
laws, or of neglecting his inſtituted ordi- 
nances, be warned to fand in awe and not 
inn. Oh! be not deceived; God is not mock-. 
ed ; for whatſoever a man ſoueth, that call e 
alſo reap d. | 
And to this head likewiſe, if 1 miſtake 
not, belongs the law of the ſeventh day ſab- 
bath; which was alſo enacted in the ſtate of 
innocency: for though the light of nature 
was clear enough to diſcover, and the law of 
nature had authority enough to require, that 
lome proper and ſufficient time, ought to be 
ſet apart for, and employed in the ſpecial 
ſcrvice and worſhip of God; and to enforce 
the due and devout obſervation; of whatſo- 
ever time 1t ſhould pleaſe the Lord to appoint 
for that purpoſe ; and ſo far, the fourth com- 
mandment is undoubtedly moral; yet I can- 
not ſee, that the light of nature was able to 
diſcover, or had authority to dictate, whether 
it ſhould be ſome part of every day, that 
ſhould be kept facred to the Lord ; ors 
A whether 


4 Pſal. iv, 4. Gal. vi. 7, 
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whether it ſhould be now and then, a whoſe 
day; and i fo, whether it ſhould be a third, 
a fifth, or a ſeventh day; or any other day; 
or a day in a month, or in any other longer 
reckoning of time: and therefore, the light 
of nature was obliged to wait, for the ſignifi- 
cation of the. mind of God, and an order 
from heaven to determine this affair: and ac- 
cordingly, we are told; how God interpoſed, 
and ſignified his pleaſure in this caſe, Gen,. ii. 
3. And God bleſſed the feventh day and ſancti- 
fied it; becauſe in it he bad reſted from all big 
work, which God created and made + which ac- 
count carries in it the plain taarks of a poſi- 
tive inſtitution ; for it is not faid, that the light 
of nature diſcovered, or that Adam fanQified; 

or ſet apart the ſeventh day; for God did not 

bring the ſeven days of the week before 
Adam, as he did the beafts and birds, t ſee 
eo hat he would call them *, and which of them 
he would appoint to be the weekly ſabbath ; 
but it was God himſelf that bleſſed and ſancti- 
fied the ſeventh day, or ſet it apart for a 
ſpecial religious uſe ; for other kind of blefſ- 
ing and fandifying it neither needed, nor 
was capable of; for no day had as yet been 
either defiled with fin, or curſed of God. 
Nor do I think, it can be made certainly and 
clearly appear, that the reaſon God aſſigns for 
this inſtitution, was obvious to the light of 
nature ; for though the being of ä 
561 
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bis eternal power nad Godhead, are clearly feen * 

in the works of creation, and ſtrongly demon- 

ſtrable by the light of nature, tracing effects 

up to the firſt cauſe; and the-matter certainly 
concludeable from thence, that God made the 

world, and all things therein; yet the light of 

nature can never ſhew and aſcertain the 

manner how the worlds were framed, but it 

is tbrough faith, that is, by the light and teſti- 

mony of divine revelation, that we come to 

underfland, that the worlds were framed by the 

word of God”. And in like manner, the ſpace 

of time in which God made the world, ſeems 

to be knowable, only by the light of: divine 

X revelation; and not by che light of nature; 

So that, the ſeventh day Sabbath, was a poli- 

tive inſtitution; and the reaſon aſſigned, why 

God was pleaſed to appoint the. ſeventh day 
of the week, rather than another, was made 
known by divine revelation. | 
Ap further, to confirm this thought, 2 

the ſabbath was originally a poſitive inſtitu- 

tion, and therefore capable of being changed; 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. hath ex preſely Wen 

that he, #he Son of man, is Lord a % 7 tbe ſab: 

bath*; as well as of other ceremonial and poſi- 

tive inſtitutions: which, I think, plainlv inti- 

mates, that the time of keeping the ſabbath, 

is alterable, whenever he, who is the Lord of 

it, pleaſeth to give it a change: for it is very 

Sama that he never ſaid, he was Lord of 

. 1 any 
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any precept purely moral: but on the con- 


trary, he hath kindly and carefully cautioned 


us againſt entertaining ſuch a thought, ſaying, 
Think not that I am come 1 deſtroy the law or 


the prophets ; ; 1 am not come to deſtroy but 10 


fulfil; for rvertly, 1 ſay unto you, till heaven 


and earth paſs, one jot or one little ſhall in no 
wiſe paſs from the law, till all be fulfilled * 3 and 
ſo, inſtead of claiming a lordſhip over them, 


he goes on to eſtabliſh, explain, and enforce 


the precepts. of the moral law. And again, 

he aſſures us, I is eaſier for heaven and earth 

to paſs, than one tittle of the law to fail *, 3 
AND it is very plain, from ſeveral paſſages 


3 the new teſtament, that the apoſtles of 
Chriſt, and the primitive church, ever after 
Chriſt's reſurrection, obſerved and kept holy 


to the Lord, the firſt day of the week, as the 


chriſtian fabbath ; which we think, we have 
no ſufficient reaſon, to doubt, was done by the 


authority and direction of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who is Lord alſo of the ſabbath ; » 


eſpecially, when we conſider, that it was alſo 


on this day of the week, that the Holy Ghoſt 


was given, in his extraordinaiy and mira- 
culous gifts, for the propagation of the goſ- 
pel*: and that Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord from 
heaven, hath honoured this day by putting 


his own name peculiarly ußb it, calling it, the 


Lord's day; that is, the day which the Lord 
hath diſtinguiſhed from, and dignified above 
all 


y Mat, v. 17, 18, &c. * Luk. xvi. 17. 
o Act. ii. 5 d Rev. 1, IC. 
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all the other days of the week, by his reſur- 
rection from the dead; the deſcent of his 
quickening ſpiritz and upon which he hath 
put the ſt mp of his authority; and requires 
it to be kept holy unto him. So that it be- 
comes us to ſay of it, This is the day which 
the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad 
in 14 5 
Ann whether the change of the ſabbath, 
only concerned the people of Iſrael; and our 
chriſtian ſabbath, is the true original ſeventh 
day of the week, as the late learned My. 
Bedford *, hath taken great pains to prove, 
by aſtronomical calculation : or whether the 
change of the day, from the ſeventh to the 
firſt day of the week, is only under the chriſ- 
tian . e vc as others think and plead; 
can be of no great importance to us, ſince, as 
we think, it plainly appears, that the ſevent! 
day was ſanctified by poſitive inſtitution; _ 
therefore is not in its own nature, of s | 
petual, unalterable obligation, as the law of 
nature is; but is capable of being change 
ſince our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath declared 
himſelf to be Lord of the ſabbath; and hath 
bleſt and ſanctified the firſt day of the week, 
by bis reſurrection from the dead, and the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt from heaven: and 
ſince the apoſtles of Chriſt, who acted by 
his authority, and were under the infallible 
guidance of the holy ”_ practiſed them- 
_ ſelves, 
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ſelves, and taught the primitive churches, to 
keep their religious aſſemblies on the firſt day 
of the week; and all other churches of 
Chriſt, under the influence of their example, 
have, generally, obſerved it down to this day; ; 
and have been ſignally bleſt in ſo doing: we 
think, we need not trouble ourſelves, or 
others, with any dqubts or -diſputes- about 
it; but apply ourſelves to the as and re- 
ligious obſervation of it: always praying, that 
if we, or others, are in any thing otherwiſe 
minded than is according to the mind of 
Chriſt, God mouſe een pienſe | to reveal 
it unto uus. 

And to this head of inſtituted ecligings and 
* worſhip, belonged all the numerous laws, 
concerning prieſthood and ſacrifices, that ob- 
tained and were in force under the old teſta- 
ment, not only among the people of Iſrael, 
but flees: the fall of man, and downwards, 
both before and under the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, to the death of Chriſt. And ſo did 
circumcifion, which was injoined to Abraham 
and his family, and their deſcendants, through 
out all their generations ; but not to the other 
patriarchs and holy men, who were either be- 
fore, contemporary with, or after him. As alſo 
the very famous adden of the paſſover, 
which was injoined to the people of Hrael 
alone, ſeperate from other nations; and that, 
not before, but at their deliverance out of the 
land of Egypt. All which ordinances and 


inſtitutions, having attained their end, and 
= 20 lived 


39 1 3 
lived out their day, as /badows of good things 
to come, ceaſed at the death of Chriſt, and 
expired on his croſs: for they were but 4 
figure, for the time then preſent; and ſacrifices 
that could not make him that did the ſervice 
perfect, as pertaining to the conſcience. Nor 
were theſe carnal” ordinances deſigned to con- 
tinue in force, unalterable, and for ever; 
but were impoſed only untill the time of re- 
formation; when Chriſt by his death blotted 
ouð the 'hand-writing of ordinances, that was 
againſt us, Gentiles, and took it out of the way, 
natling it to his croſs; having aboliſhed in bis 
fleſh, the lau of commandments, contained in 
ordinances © : and all theſe kinds of inſtitutions 
were compriſed in that which is aboliſhed. _ 

AnD notwithſtanding our different ways of 
thinking in ſome reſpect, we are all heartily 
and happily agreed in this, that chriſtian 
baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper, are poſitive 
inſtitutions under the new teſtament ; which 
we are ſure, are to continue and abide in the 
church of Chriſt, without any change, or 
abolition,” to the end of the world: for our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, after his glorions reſur- 
rection from the dead, came and ſpake unto 
his eleven diſciples, and in them to us, ſay- 
ing, All power is given unto me in beaven and 
in earth ; go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : teaching 
WET” them 
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them to obſerve. all things whatſoever. I dave 


commanded you ; and lo, I am with you akoay, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. So that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, inveſted with this fal- 
neſs of power, hath appointed the holy ordi- 
nance of baptiſm to accompany the, preach- 
ing, and believing reception of the goſpel, 
not to the Jews only, but to all other nations 
alſo; and that not for a ſhort and limited 
time, but even unto the end of the world. 
And the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, who 
received his converſion to the faith of Chriſt, 
and his call to the miniſtry of the word, from 
a glorified Jeſus, after his triumphant aſcen- 
ſion to heaven, tells us, with an undoubted' 
aſſurance, I have received of the Lord, that 
gohich alſo delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Jeſus, 1 N night in which he was betrayed, 
too bread: and when be had given thanks, 
be brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat ; this is my 
body, which is broken for you : this do in re- 
membrance of me. After the ſame manner alſo 
he took the cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, 
This cup is the ew teſtament in my blood: this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me; for as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till 
he come. And hence it is moſt clear and 
certain, that theſe two divine ordinances, are 
| ſome of 7hoſe things which cannot be ſhaken* , 
but are to remain in the church of Chriſt, 
| untill 
r 


to ſearch the ſcriptures", and to hear and un- 


T1 
untill he come the lere time to put an 
end to the world. 

FobRTHLY and JaMy. Religion is either 
ſpeculative and notional, or experimental and 
practical: it is either in the head and tongue 
only; or in the heart and life alſo. And, 
la TRE ſpeculative and notional part of 
religion conſiſis in mens having the form of 
knowledge and of truth, in the law of God 
and goſpel of Chriſt, according as recorded 
in the holy ſcriptures. And we all ſtand in- | 


diſpenſably obliged by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * 


derſtand what he ſpeaks to us therein; for be 
called the multitude, and ſaid unto them, hear | 
and underſtand” : and we are bound to hold af 
the form of ſound words, which we have heard | 
F him, in faith and love*; to hold faft the 
faithful words, as we have been taught®; and 
earneſtly to contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the ſaints. * And this knowledge 
is highly neceſſary; for the way whereby 
God vl have all men to be ſaved, is by their 
coming to the knowledge of the truth *; and 
Chriſt, the righteous judge, we are affured, 
will rale vengeance on them that know not God. 
And there is no acceptable worſhipping of an 
unknown God *, nor ſaving faith in an un- 
known Jeſus ; for if we know not who, and 
what he is, we cannot believe on him“: nor 
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can there be any, true experience, gon due 
practice, of what we do not unde: ſtand x for 
all true religion-is a re: ſonab, e ſervice ; and 

therefore, that the ul be a0 Hout knawledge, it 
ts not gecd; for this 15 e eternal, that they 
might. now, thee, | the ny tre God, and. Feſus 
Cb ,. whom thou haſt ſeut *. But if our know- 


Ka” be no more than a ſpeculative; . and 


notional knowledge, that floats in the: head, | 
and is proteſt by the tongue, but doth not 
reach, and renew the 1 heart, nor influence the 


life, it will periſh withius :. for if we, have 


only the form of Knowledge and of truth, 
= a form of godlineſs, while. we deny. the 
power thereof", we ſhall fall under the con- 
demnation of that ſervant, who, knowing his 
Jdord's aill, and yet not. preparing himſelf, 
neither doing accard; ng to it, vas beaten wi th 
many ſtripes :. And to thoſe who profis bat 
they fate God, but in works. deny Him; 5 being 
abaminable, and diſebedient, got 70. every, good 


work reprohate *, or void of judgment, Chriſt 


ſhall ſay, I tell you, I know not whence. you are; 


_ depart” from me, all-ye workers of iniguity ve 


and though a worker of iniquity may have a 
quick underſtanding; yet, alas! it is moſt 
evident, he hath not a good one; for 4 good 
underſtanding. have all they, and none but they, 


chat d hrs 7 5 and it 1s, to, Hi n 


hy ge 
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Lor "hath 5 smiſed to few {be ſolvation of 
| G0. . And 61: the other band, 5 : 
III rn experimental and practieal part of 

religion is to be found only when and where, 

this form of ſound dectrine hath a living im- 
preſſion upon the halt, and a governing in 
fluence overithe liſe and converſation: when 
men obey from the heart, the form "of dretrint. 
which was delivered them ; and ſo behold chi 
glory of the Lord, in the gloſs of the goſpel, 
as to be "changed into lb anne" image, by the 

ſpirit of the Lordi; and hre no longer con- 

formed to the courſe of this 1007 td, that beth: 
in wickedneſs, but are \transformed by the re 

7 ewing *of their mind“; | heartily approving 
and practically conforming themſelves to, the, 
good, acceptable, and perfect will of God: 
when they ſhew their faith by their works; 
and evidence that God is their Goa, and' they 
his people, by having his /aws hub in Theis. 
mind, and written in their hearts; and their 
converſation as it becometh the goſpel of Chrift *. 
Then it appears. that men are indeed parta- 
kers of the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, 
when it reigneth in their hearts; and -zeacber!, 
them, effectually and practically, to deny un- 
goal neſs and worldly Tufts; ; to live r 
ri ghreoufly, and godli ly, in this preſent world * 
and, *as the Lord requireth- of them, to do juſt! 
to love al and to walk humbly e Ich 


A Soca, 
© Pfal. 1. 23. Rom. 1 f 2 Cor. iü. 15 
© Rome 2. © Heb: vi: 10. 4 Phil. . 5 


& Tit. . 11% % 8 | . 


7 
N 
7 
: 
[7 
N 
f 
* 
®, 
6 
of 
th 
3 
3 
k I 


tee} 


God, in all his commandments and ordinances 
blameleſs =. This is experimental and practi- | 


cal religion ; ; without which, all airy notions, 


fair profeſſions, and high pretenſions to reli- 
gion, are vain and worthleſs, and will end 
in hell. If our religion doth not make us 
good, it will never do us good; if it doth 


not make us holy, it can never make us hap- 


py ; for without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord". The. wrath of God is revealed from 
beaven, againſt all ungodlineſs and unrigbteouſ- 
neſs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteouſ< 
neſs * and thinkeſt thou this, O man, that doeſt 


ſuch things, that thou ſbalt eſcape the: judgment 


of God? Or, aeſprſeſt thou the ri ches of bis 
goodneſs, proclaimed in the goſpel, : and his 


forbearance and long- /uffering towards thee, 
turning the grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs v, 


not knowing that the - goodneſs of God leadeth 
thee to repentance ? but after thy bardneſs and 


 Impenitent heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath,A 


and revelation of the righteous judgment of 


God; who will render to every man according 
to bis deeds d. 


IT $HALL now cloſe. Tn 8 with a 
few remarks, not impertinent- to what hath 
been ſaid about religion. Ang. 5.4 | 

1. FRom what has been ſaid it follows that 
the general diſtinction of true or falſe, com- 
priſeth under it all the religions that ever have 
been, are, or ſhall be in the world, how va- 

rious 


m 1 ie 6. q Heb. X11. 14. KL Ca i. 18. 
? Jud. 4. 2 Rom. ji. 3——6. CE a 
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clegs-or- multiplied ſoever. - For as there is 
but ove Lord, ſo there is but one faith, 
which Was once delivered to the faints*, and 
is as old as the book of God: | whatſoever 
therefore is really new in matters of religion, 
is certainly falſe. How happy are they then 
who chuſe the way F truth and walk therein, 
while there be many who follow the pernicious | 
ways of error! But on the other hand, the 
falſe religions, the ways of error, into which 
the unhappy ſons of men have been ſeduced 
by the father of lies, have been, and are, 
many and various: for though all along un- 
der the old teſtament, pe 25 were but two 
different religions, the Jewiſh and the Hea- 
then; the worſhippers of the true God, and 
the worſhippers of idols; yet the latter, in- 
cluded in it falſe gods, and falſe ways, almoſt 
without number. And now; for a long tex 
ries. of time, there is, and hath been in the 
world, four very different religions, namely, 
the Pagan, the Jewiſh, the Mahometan, and 
the Chriſtian: and the gray hairs of anti- 
quity, are ſo far from being a ſaſe and certain 
mark of the true religion, that if our choice of 
religion were to be determined by them, we 
muſt all renounce ee and become 
Pagans, ſince Paganiſm is many hundred 
years older than Chriſtianity. And all the 
numerous tribes of Deiſts, of every ſort, that 

| intermin among Chriſtians, belon Z to the 
Pagan 


U e : 


* 
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Pagan religion; with this dreadful aggrava- 
tion of their ſin, that they diſbelieve, deride; 
and vilify the divine revelation, which the 
heathen nations have not in their hands; and 
therefore cannot be guilty of rebelling;” ſo 
beinouſſy, againſt the light, as theſe men do i. 
AND amongſt thoſe that bear the name of 


. er en in general, there are two very dif- 


ferent religions; namely, the Popiſh religion; 


' which abounds with Pagan idolatries, hea- 


theniſh rites ' and ceremonies, human inven- 
tions, abominable ſuperſtitions, and batbarous 
cruelties againſt thoſe' who differ from them: 
and the reformed Proteſtant religion, which 
profeſſedly adheres to the holy ſcriptures a4 

lone, as the only ſure ground and certain 
rule of faith, — and obedience; and 

herein it doch! well; for it is written, abe have 
a more ſure word of prophecy, wherennto ye do 
well that ye take heed” : and as many as walk 


according to tbis rule, peace be on them, and 


1 


| mercy, and: upon the Ire ael of G. lr 


2. Ir is a common and evil mad 'of 
weak and ignorant, or evil-minded and de- 


ſigning men (which we ought all carefully to 


avoid in ourſelves, and to rebuke in others) 
to inſinuate, or aſſert, that perſons, who all 
make a laudable profeſſion of the true chriſ- 
tian reformed religion, are of different reli- 
gions; becauſe they diſagree in ſome notions 


and ſentiments of doctrine; or in ſome modes 
>. wr 


2 F 
* 
2 


u John iii. 18 —21. » 2 Pet. i. 19. * Gal, vi. 16. 
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Abd rere © en But while 
they all hold the head Chriſt, and differ from 
each other only in a few leſs eſſential Points 
(which indeed can hardly be avoided in this ; 
im perfect ſtate, wherein the beſt of us know 
but in part) they are not therefore of differ- 
dent religions ; ; for they all love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in fincerity, and are beloved by him; 
and ſtand all bound by his own' new com- 
mandment to love one another as he hath - 
loved them; that is, notwithſtanding all 
their miſtakes and. imperfections, and all their 
different ſentiments and practices in the leſſer 
matters of religion. And if he were not to 
exerciſe his. love towards us, even under theſe 
circumſtances, ſad would be the caſe of us 
all. And it is very certain, that ' whereunto 
every man hath atfained, in the knowledg 82 
8 = 7 truth and duty, he ought honeſtly and 
lightly, to 2valk by the ſame rule, and to mind 
the: ſame thing; without judging and cen- 
ſuring, or curſing and condemning thoſe that 
differ from him, and that for no other crime 
than being an honeſt man: for thoſe that 
thruſt aoith de and with feouldtr, and puſh'the 
_ diſeaſed. with their horns *; are men of no 
commendable nor deftrable character. N 
art thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant the 
70 his o "maſter he ſtandeth or falleth : and 
why doft thou judge thy brother? or w 7 doſt thou 
fy at 6 nouget thy brother. ? for we ſhall all and 


before 


* 


e rr N i e 105 . . 
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before the judgement-feat of Chriſt * : therefore 
judge nothing before the time, concerning mens 
ſtate and condition towards God, until the 
Lord come, who bath will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and will make ma- 


ni feſi the counſels of the hearts: 


and then ſhall 


every honeſt chriſtian man have raife of 


God *. 


AND here, I beg leave to borrow a beau- 


tiful paragraph, from a late ingenious and 
candid writer *, © In a grove of. tulips, or a 
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knot of pinks, ſays he, one perceives a 
difference in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned and tinctured exactly 
alike : each allows himſelf a little parti- 
cularity i in his dreſs, though all belong to 
one family; ſo that they are various and 
yet the ſame. A pretty emblem this 
of the ſmaller differences between proteſt- 
ant chriſtians. There are modes in reli- 
gion, Which admit of variation, without 
prejudice to found faith or real holineſs : 
Juſt as the drapery, on theſe pictures of 
the ſpring, may be formed after a variety 
of patterns, without blemiſhing their beauty, 
or altering their nature. Be it fo then, 
that in ſome points of inconſiderable con- 
ſequence, ſeveral of our brethren diſſent: 
yet let us all live amicably and ſociably to- 


gether; for we harmonize in principals, 


though we wry in punctilios. Let us join 


cc in 


b Rom. xiv. 4, 10. < x Cor. 1.2% 
* Hervey's Med. on Flower-Garden, p. 174176. 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and degrades the 
incarnate God to the meanneſs of a meer. 
up the worthi- 
neſs of human works,. and depreciates the 
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in converſation, and intermingle intereſts; 
diſcover no eſtrangement of behaviour, 


and cheriſh no alienation of affection: if 
any ſtrife ſubſiſts, let it be to follow our 
divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of 
© heart, and unblameableneſs of life; let it 
© be to. ſerve one another moſt | readily, -i n 
all the kind offices of a cordial friendſhip. 
Thus we ſhall be united, though diſtin- 


guiſhed; united in the ſame grand funda- 


mentals though diſtin guiſhed by ſome ſmall 

_ circumſtantials ; united in one important 
bond of brotherly love, though diftinguiſh- 
ed by en 3 . 555 ſenti- y 
ent. 
2 4967 add that between chfintlans, 

c whoſe judgments difagree only about a 
K form of prayer, or manner of worſhip, 
ential difference, than 
< between flowers that bloom from the ſaine 


there is no more 


kind of ſeed; but happen to be ſomething 
diverſified in the mixture of their colours: 
Whereas if one denies the divinity of 


creature; if another cries 


alone meritorious righteouſneſs of the glo- 


rious mediator; if a third >a Mes: the in 1 7 


communicable honours to à f 
and bows to the image, or prays 


faint: ———— And I add, if a urs 8 


vanges reaſon above revelation; gives, the pre- 
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ference to natural above revealed religion in 

the affair of our ſalvation; and makes the 
moſt high God a ſubject, and the will of man 

a ſovereign over him in the work of conver- 
fion : Theſe are errors, in my opinion, un- 
happily derogatory to the Redeemer's dig- 
% -nity, and not a little prejudicial to the com- 

fort of his people: againſt theſe, therefore, 
eto remonſtrate, beſpeaks not the cenſorious 
« bjgot, but the friend of truth 10 the loyer 
* of mankind.” 

3. As the religion we e profeſs, | is ed 
edly right in its foundation; being built upon 
the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Feſus 
Chrift himſelf being the chief corner Rone *, even 

the ſtone which God - hath laid in Zion for a 
i foundation, and whereon alone we can build 
t with ſafety; for other unn. can no man 
lay; and he is the gp, the truth, and the 
ie; and no man come "to the father but by 
1 him ?: ſo it moſt highly concerneth every one 
1 of us to ſee, that our religion hath an expe- 
= rimental power in us, and a practical influ- 
- ence over us; that Chriſ be in us the hope of 
glory! 5 and that he be he end f our conver- 
ation in the world. And then, it will not 
be long before we ſhall receive, in a better 
world, che end of our faith, even the: ſalvation 
| of our ſculs : for to all thoſe who have now 
1 uit geit holineſs, the end will be ever- | 
e And henceforward for ever, we | 
| an ſhall 5 
5 1 20. 4 cor. iii. IT. f fon d 8 E Col. i. 
> Feb. xiii. 7-8. 11 Pet. i. 9 . 23 
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ſhall be all light and truth, without darkneſs 
or error; for then we ſhall no more ſee through I 
a glaſs darkly, but face to face: we ſhall be 1] 
all of one mind, without any. unhappy differ- 
ences ; and without a jarring note, ſhall join in 
the heavenly ſong Salvation to our God which 
fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
Then we ſhall be all purity without the leaſt 
contamination ; for none of the defilements of 
fin /hall enter into the New FJeruſalem above. 
Then we ſhall be all undiſturbed peace, with- 
out 2 law in our members warring againſt the 
law of: our minds; and all joy and ſerenity, © 
without any clouds of ſorrow and dejeQtion : 
for we ſhall ſee his face, and ſhall not ſorrow any 

more at all v. Then we ſhall be all holineſs and 
no fin, we ſhall be all life and no death, and 
all happineſs and no miſery; and all this 
world without end, for ever more. And now 1 
unto him that is aro keep you from falling, 
| 
| 


and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of | 

bis glory, with exceeding joy, to the only wwiſe God. 
our Saviour, be glory and majeſiy, dominion ana 
power," both now, and ever. Amen . 


x Cor. xili. 12. u Rev. vii. 10. Rev. xxi. 27, 
„Rom. vii. 23, * Jer. xxxi. 12. Iſai. xxx. 19. Rev. xxi. 4. 
Jud. 24, 25. | . | 
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